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CalChamber Vote Record: Major Bills 2011

This report for the first year of

the 2011-2012 legislative session
focuses on California legislators’
floor votes on California Chamber of
Commerce priority bills.

This is the 36th vote record the
CalChamber has compiled. The
CalChamber publishes this report in
response to numerous requests by
member firms and local chambers of
commerce that would like a gauge by
which to measure the performance of
their legislators.

To help readers assess legislators’
vote records, the charts group
bills into six areas: economic
development, environmental
regulation, health care, labor and
employment, litigation, and taxation.

Partial Picture

No vote record can tell the entire
story of a legislator’s attitude and actions
on issues of importance to business.
Each year, legislators cast thousands
of votes on thousands of proposed
laws. To fully evaluate your legislative
representative, consult the legislative
journals and examine your legislator’s
votes in committee and on floor issues.
You can view these via links at www.
calchambervotes.com.

Many anti-business bills were rejected
by legislators in policy or fiscal committees,
thus stopping proposals before they reached
the floor for a vote. The vote record does
not capture these votes.

Most bills in this report cover major
business bills that are of concern to both
small and large companies.

The CalChamber recognizes that
there are many bills supported or
opposed by business that are not
included in this vote record and
analysis.

Factors Considered

The CalChamber considers the
following factors in selecting vote record
bills:

o The bills and votes reflect
legislators’ attitudes toward private
enterprise, fiscal responsibility and the
business climate.

@ Each bill was a priority for the
CalChamber in a particular field. Priority
bills have appeared in the “Status Report”
sections of Alert.

o The bills were voted upon by either
the full Senate or Assembly. This year the
vote record covers 13 votes in the Senate
and 14 votes in the Assembly.

@ Unless otherwise noted, final floor
votes are shown. Concurrence votes and
conference report votes are considered
final votes.

When ‘Not Voting’ Helps

Sometimes a legislator is unwilling to
vote against a colleague, but is willing
to support the CalChamber’s opposition
to a bill. In such cases, a legislator may
abstain from voting, which will hinder
passage of a bill, just as a “no” vote does.

To recognize that not voting can aid
the CalChamber’s opposition to a bill,
the vote record includes the number of
times legislators did not vote “aye” on
a CalChamber-opposed bill in the total
for the column listing actions “in accord
with” the CalChamber’s position, if the
legislator was not absent for the day.

Priority Bills

Economic Development

e AB 880 (V.M. Pérez; D-Coachella)
Expedited Environmental Review.
Streamlines the California Environmental
Quality Act approval process for certain
projects by allowing industries subject
to compliance with greenhouse gas
regulations under AB 32 to go through
an expedited review through a focused
environmental impact report. Passed
Assembly, May 31, 77-2. In Senate

Environmental Quality Committee.
CalChamber Supported/Job
Creator.

o SB 469 (Vargas; D-San Diego)
Stifles Economic Development.
Undermines local land use discretion
by mandating an additional and
costly economic and community
impact report prior to approving
a permit to construct a large retail
establishment. Passed Senate,

May 31, 21-14. Passed Assembly,
September 1, 46-28. Vetoed.
CalChamber Opposed.

o SB 475 (Wright; D-Inglewood)
Infrastructure Financing. Creates
private sector construction-related
jobs and investment in infrastructure
by providing local governments
more flexibility and authority to
use public-private partnerships.
Passed Senate, May 9, 26-4. Failed
passage in Assembly Local Government,
June 29, 3-2. Reconsideration granted.
CalChamber Supported/Job Creator.

o SB 617 (R. Calderon;
D-Montebello) Regulatory Reform.
Reforms the regulatory process by
requiring an economic analysis of all
major regulations at the beginning of the
regulatory process thus providing more
transparency and better data on which
to base selection of most cost-effective
regulatory alternative. Passed Senate,
May 16, 37-0. Passed Senate, September
10, 39-0. Signed by Governor—Chapter
496. CalChamber Supported.
Environmental Regulation

o AB 246 (Wieckowski; D-Fremont)
Water Quality: Enforcement. Promotes
inconsistent enforcement of water
quality regulations, hindering business’
compliance. Allows city or county
attorneys to file cases that are handled by
a single unit in the Attorney General’s
Office. Passed Assembly, May 19,
47-29. Placed on Senate Inactive File,
September 7. CalChamber Opposed.

e AB 1319 (Butler; D-Marina del
Rey) Consumer Product Ban. Prejudges
the work product of the forthcoming,
science-driven Green Chemistry Program
by banning the use of bisphenol A (BPA)
in specified consumer products. Passed
Assembly, May 23, 42-29. Passed Senate,
August 30, 21-12. Assembly concurred
in Senate amendments, September 6, 49-27.
See Next Page
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Signed by Governor—Chapter 467.
CalChamber Opposed.

Health Care

o AB 52 (Feuer; D-Los Angeles)
Rate Regulation. Creates uncertainty
and delays for employers by creating
an unworkable complex rate approval
and regulation process for employer-
sponsored health coverage and adds
implementation fees on health insurers
to support a complex and regulated plan
approval process. Passed Assembly, June
1, 47-28. Placed on Senate Inactive File,
September 1. CalChamber Opposed/Job
Killer.

@ SB 946 (Steinberg; D-Sacramento)
Increased Costs. Increases health care
premiums by requiring health plan
coverage beyond medically necessary
treatment for autism by mandating
coverage of services that are educational,
academic, or custodial in nature. Passed
Assembly, September 9, 52-21. Senate
concurred in Assembly amendments,
September 9, 25-4. Signed by Governor—
Chapter 650. CalChamber Opposed.
Labor and Employment

e AB 350 (Solorio; D-Anaheim)
Costly Employee Retention Mandate.
Inappropriately alters the employment
relationship by requiring any successor
contractor for “property services,’
defined as licensed security, building
maintenance, window cleaning or food
cafeteria services, to retain employees
of the former contractor for a minimum
of 60 days and thereafter offer continued
employment unless the employees’
performance during that period was
unsatisfactory. Passed Assembly, May
31, 46-31. Refused passage in Senate,
September 10, 17-18. CalChamber
Opposed/Job Killer.

o AB 889 (Ammiano; D-San
Francisco) Onerous Wage-and-Hour
Mandates for Individual Homeowners.
Requires individual homeowners who hire
“domestic work employees” to comply
with onerous wage-and-hour mandates
that even sophisticated businesses in
California struggle to satisfy, thereby
discouraging such homeowners from
retaining the services of these domestic
work employees. Passed Assembly, June
2,49-28. Held in Senate Appropriations
Committee. CalChamber Opposed.

e AB 1155 (Alejo; D-Watsonville)

Erodes Workers’ Comp Reforms.
Increases costs and lawsuits in the
workers’ compensation system by
eroding the apportionment provision that
protects an employer from paying for
disability that did not arise from work.
Passed Assembly, May 12, 47-26. Passed
Senate, September 7, 24-14. Assembly
concurred in Senate amendments,
September 9, 51-27. Vetoed. CalChamber
Opposed/Job Killer.

@ SB 459 (Corbett; D-San Leandro)
New Liability for Using Independent
Contractors. Creates additional
uncertainty for employers who use
independent contractors by imposing new
penalties for the willful misclassification
of someone as an independent contractor
even though state agencies provide
no clear or consistent definition of an
independent contractor. Passed Senate,
June 2, 24-12. Passed Assembly,
September 7, 51-26. Senate concurred in
Assembly amendments, September 8, 22-
14. Signed by Governor—Chapter 706.
CalChamber Opposed.

Litigation

o AB 559 (Swanson; D-Alameda)
Undermines Judicial Discretion.
Unreasonably increases business
litigation costs by limiting judicial
discretion to reduce or deny exorbitant
attorneys fees in fair employment and
housing claims that should have been
raised in a limited civil proceeding.
Passed Assembly, May 26, 47-26. Passed
Senate, August 31, 22-16. Vetoed.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.

o AB 1062 (Dickinson;
D-Sacramento) Undermines Efficient
Dispute Resolution. Significantly
increases litigation costs for employers
by eliminating the right to appeal a court
order denying or dismissing a petition
to compel arbitration if the plaintiff is
over the age of 65 or a dependent adult,
thereby driving more cases into the
courts. Passed Assembly, May 26, 42-29.
Refused passage in Senate, September 8§,
15-21. CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.
Taxation

@ SB 364 (Yee; D-San Francisco)
Creates Employer Tax Credit
Uncertainty. Eliminates the incentive
effect of future-enacted tax credits
by imposing a penalty on California
employers who claim the credit and
subsequently experience a loss in

s B\
Key to Using
This Section

Y means voted for bill.

N means voted against bill.

® means not voting “aye” on a
CalChamber-opposed bill.

— means not voting or absent.

Boldface type indicates votes in
accord with CalChamber position.

Red column headings are
“Job Killer” bills.

Green column headings are
“Job Creator” bills.

The last three columns are a tabulation
of votes in accord with the CalCham-
ber position, not in accord with the
CalChamber and not voting or absent.

- /

employment greater than 10% in a
single year, whether or not the reduction
of employees is connected to the
effectiveness of the incentive. Passed
Senate, June 1, 22-17. Passed Assembly
September 1, 42-28. Senate concurred in
Assembly amendments, September 2, 22-
15. Vetoed. CalChamber Opposed.

o SB 535 (De Leo6n; D-Los Angeles)
Climate Change Tax Increase. Increases
costs and discourages job growth by
implementing unlimited fees and taxes
under a cap-and-trade system. Passed
Senate, June 2, 23-15. Assembly
Appropriations Committee Suspense File.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.

o SBX1 23 (Committee on Budget
and Fiscal Review) Multiple Tax
Increases. Mischaracterized “budget
trailer bill” that is not necessary to
implement the state budget. Rather, this
bill creates uncertainty for taxpayers
by providing 58 counties, over 70
community college districts, and over
1,000 school districts, subject to voter
approval, the authority to impose and/
or increase a local tax on all products
and services. Passed Senate, June 10, 21-
16. In Assembly Revenue and Taxation
Committee at close of special session.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.
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CalChamber Best Business Votes

Legislators are listed in descending order according to how often they voted in accord with the California Chamber of Commerce
position (first number) versus how often their votes were not in accord with the CalChamber’s position (second number) in 2011. Total
votes may not match the vote record because the tally for not voting or absent is not included in this list.

80% or more with CalChamber

60%-79% with CalChamber

40%-59% with CalChamber

Less than 40% with CalChamber

Senate Assembly
Anderson, Joel (R) 13-0 Achadjian, Katcho (R) 14-0 Pérez, V. Manuel (D) 3-11
Blakeslee, Sam (R) 13-0 Cook, Paul (R) 14-0 Torres, Norma (D) ol
Cannella, Anthony (R) 13-0 Fletcher, Nathan (R) 14-0 Wieckowski, Bob (D) -11
Dutton, Bob (R) 13-0 Hagman, Curt (R) 14-0 . .
Emmerson, Bill (R) 13-0 Nestande, Brian (R) 14-0 Davis, Mike (D) 2-8
Fuller, J R 13-0 Nielsen, Jim (R 14-0 .
Hlilff, ngs r(llé) ) 13-0 ielsen, Jim (R) Bonilla, Susan (D) 2-10
LaMalfa, Doug (R) 13-0 Berryhill, Bill (R) 13-0 Cedillo, Gilbert (D) =10
Wyland, Mark (R 13-0 ick, Marti )
ylan: ark (R) Garrick, Martin (R) 13-0 iz, Ty (D) 211
Berryhill,Tom (R) 12-0 Conway, Connie (R) 13-1 .
Harman, Tom (R) 120 Donnelly, Tim (R) 13-1 Allen, Michael (D) 2-12
Strickland, Tony (R) 12-0 Gaines, Beth (R) 13-1 Ammiano, Tom (D) 2-12
Grove, Shannon (R) 13-1 Atkins, Toni (D) 2-12
Gaines, Ted (R) 12-1 Halderman, Linda (R) 13-1 Beall, Jim (D) 2-12
Harkey, Diane (R) 13-1 Block, Marty (D) 212
Runner, Sharon (R) 11-0 Jeffries, Kevin (R) 13-1 Blumenfield, Bob (D) 2-12
Walters, Mimi (R) 11-0 Knight, Steve (R) 13-1 Bradford, Steven (D) -2
Logue, Dan (R) 13-1 Brownley, Julia (D) 2-12
Correa, Lou (D) 9-4 Mansoor, Allan (R) 13-1 Butler, Betsy (D) 2-12
Wright, Roderick (D) 9-4 Miller, Jeff (R) 13-1 Uitz iz (D) -
Morrell, Mike (R) 13-1 D1ck1nspn, Roger (D) 2-12
Rubio, Michael (D) 8-5 Norby, Chris (R) 13-1 Eng, Mike (D) 2-12
Olsen, Kristin (R) 13-1 Feuer, Mike (D) 2-12
Calderon, Ron (D) 6-7 Silva, Jim (R) 13-1 Fuentes, Felipe (D) 2-12
Smyth, Cameron (R) 13-1 Gatto, Mike (D) 2-12
Negrete McLeod, Gloria (D) 4-7 Valadao, David (R) 13-1 Hayashi, Mary (D) 212
Wagner, Donald (R) 13-1 Hernéndez, Roger (D) 2-12
Licu, Ted (D) 4-9 gu%so, Be}‘ (Dd) ) gg
Jones, Brian (R) 11-1 LB, LR -
Hernandez, Ed (D) 39 I]:afa’ Rﬁf%’ (D) ) %3
Price, C D 39 Galgiani, Cathleen (D 10-4 owenthal, Bonnie g
rice, Curren (D) algiani, Cathleen (D) Monning, Bill (D) 212
Liu, Carol (D) 3-10 Huber, Alyson (D) 9-5 Pérez, J'ohn A. (D) 2-12
Padilla, Alex (D) 3-10 y Poﬁantlno, Anthony (D) 2-12
Vargas, Juan (D) 3-10 Buchanan, Joan (D) 8-6 Skinner, Nancy (,D) 2-12
Wolk, Lois (D) 3-10 S\yapson, Sandré (D) 2-12
Yee, Leland (D 3-10 P H D 77 Williams, Das (D) 2-12
ee, Leland (D) erea, Henry (D) Yamada, Mariko (D) 212
Lowenthal, Alan (D) 2-10 Solorio, Jose (D) 5-9
Pavley, Fran (D) 2-10 Fong, Paul (D) 1-13
Kehoe, Christine (D) 211 G, Le 00 et Assemb_ly Member Jeff Gorell on active
Steinberg, Darrell (D) 211 Il it (1) 3.9 duty military deployment.
Alquist, Elaine (D) 1-10 Alejo, Luis (D) 3-10
Corbett, Ellen (D) 1-11 Calderon, Charles (D) 3-11
de Ledn, Kevin (D) 1-11 Campos, Nora (D) 3-11
Evans, Noreen (D) 1-11 Carter, Wilmer Amina (D) 3-11
Simitian, Joe (D) 1-11 Furutani, Warren (D) 3-11
Hill, Jerry (D) 3-11
DeSaulnier, Mark (D) 1-12 Ma, Fiona (D) 3-11
Hancock, Loni (D) 1-12 Mitchell, Holly (D) 3-11
Leno, Mark (D) 1-12 Pan, Richard (D) 3-11



